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Photographer: CHRISTOPHER MISCHKE
Country: GERMANY
Canon EOS 5D Mark IV
f/ 5 1/ 250sec ISO100 | 300mm

This shot I took almost exactly two years ago on a nice
autumn morning in a moor not far away from my
hometown. No rule of thirds, no single point of interest,
but I liked the light and colors.

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO
WELCOME TO ISSUE 20 OF
PHOTO BOOTCAMP MAGAZINE!
You know what they say, rules are meant to be broken.
Breaking the rules of composition is one way we can be
creative in our photography. Sometimes it?s more about
what feels right to you as the photographer than what
looks right.
We learn the rules of composition to help us create
images that are pleasing to the eye but sometimes
what we see doesn?t fit into the rules we?ve learned.
Maybe it does but it?s not what we personally see when
we are in that moment capturing the shot.

Brent Mail

This month?s BootCamp Challenge is all about breaking
the rules. Included in the challenge are tips to help you
decide if you should compose according to what you?ve
learned, or to step out of that box and break the rules to
get what you want.
In this issue see the BootCamp member images that
have broken composition rules, or maybe even broken
some other rules to get their images.

BREAKING
THE
RULES

BREA KING THE RUL ES

"There are no rules.
That is how art is born,
how breakthroughs happen.
Go against the rules
or ignore the rules.
That is what invention is about."
~ Helen Frankenthaler

BREA KING THE RUL ES

Why learn the rules if we're only going to break them?
Before we go breaking rules we need to know the rules so you can break them. It?s always a good idea to
review the rules of composition every so often. Maybe you get stuck always using the rule of thirds or
leading lines. By reviewing the rules you?ll be reminded of other options you can use to compose your shots.
In this month?s example, I chose to break the rule of thirds. How do I do that? Center the subject instead of
lining up your subject along one of the lines or at the intersection of the lines. Centering our subject is one
of the easiest ways to break the rules.
What helps you decide to break a composition rule?
Keep in mind the following when composing your images, whether you?re breaking the rules or not. Do your
research and prepare. Slow down and feel where you are, get a feeling for your subject and the emotion you
want to convey. Decide on what orientation works best, shoot it several ways so you have options. Be
deliberate in the placement of your subject. Pay attention to where your eye travels in the image. Watch
where your point of focus is, make sure that is sharp. Check for other elements, are they necessary or
distracting? As always, simplify.
Why should I break a rule?
You are the artist. That means you can break the rules when you want. If you feel like the image should be
composed differently, commit to it and create your art. Composition rules are there as guidelines for us to
use, they are not meant to be hard fast, you have to do it this way, rules.
Create what speaks to you. Maybe everything just leads to your subject in the middle. The color, lines, light
and dark are all directing you, see where they lead you.

M EM BERS'
IM AGES

Photographer: VALERIE WORTHEN
Country: USA

Feedback: DERRYL FRIESEN
Country: THAILAND

f/ 8 1/ 800sec ISO100 | 70mm

Clouds so often define a scene. So much
remains static on the ground, but the sky is
always moving. Here is a perfect example of
this truth. This same scene with a clear,
cloudless, blue sky may simply look a bit dull.
This is dramatic. SO much to look at.

This challenge is proving to be more difficult than I had
expected, especially when rules dominate the majority
of the time. This is a lone tree in the middle of a grain
field that has been recently harvested. Winter storms
are forming and I thought the sky added to the photo. I
have placed my subject in the middle of the scene as it
allows me to showcase more of the sky.

Photographer: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
f/ 5.3 1/ 400sec ISO100 | 78mm

This was supposed to be cranes or an eagle, but those didn't turn out as well
as this did. The cranes went behind the bushes out in the field, too far for my
lens to get good images, and the eagle, well, it just sat there, and wasn't a
very inspiring image. So as I was waiting for the cranes to come out from
behind the bushes, and for the eagle to do something, I took a picture of the
barbed wire fence in front of me. Broke the rule of thirds here. There is clearly
a POI. I really like the way this turned out. It's very simple, but that is okay.

Feedback: DENISE MCKAY
Country: USA
Very nice simple image. I like the rusty color of the wire
against the creamy green background. Good for you to
avoid letting the frustration of not getting the shot you
were imagining stop you from seeing this!

Photographer: DERRYL FRIESEN
Country: THAILAND

Feedback: KATHLEEN FEELEY
Country: USA

f/ 8 1/ 600sec ISO200 | 560mm

I like this version also, Derryl. I swear it looks
like you posed these birds for the shot. How
did you get them to listen! ?!

Oh my, if what we see here on this earth is only a shadow of
what it to come in heaven...speechless. I took Karen to a
little kids fishing pond just outside of town last night for
sunset. As we crested the little hill, she exclaimed, "Look!
Swans! " Migrating south, this little snowy pond became a
resting place for two families. Unbelievable! Thank you
Jesus for glimpses of your glory here on this troubled earth
we call home. The guy in the middle is breaking all the rules,
showing off and going in the opposite direction as all the
rest! And I placed him smack in the middle of the frame.

Photographer: KATHY WOLFE
Country: USA
f/ 14 1/ 100sec ISO100

Playing with color on black background
just for fun.

Feedback: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Really, really nice. Liked the black background
and the floating effect. Very well done Kathy.

Photographer: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
f/ 11 1/ 200sec ISO400 | 100mm

In this photo of the abstract shape that result
from water droplet, there is no other alternative
but to put the POI in the middle although there's
no symmetry to speak of. You don't have to worry
about placing the POI in the rule of thirds
intersection for a stronger composition, in fact
doing so will probably even make it less
interesting. No composition rules to worry about
as you could never predict what abstract shape
the water droplet would give.

Feedback: KATHLEEN FEELEY
Country: USA
Magical, Romy. Who knew Breaking the Rules
could be as masterful as following the rules!

Photographer: CHRISTIAN PIRON
Country: BEGIUM
f/ 11 1/ 125sec ISO100 | 42mm

In Rotterdam there are 38 cube houses
built in the period 1982- 1984 as a reaction
on the large- scale building after World
War II. They are built in the form of a tilted
cube on a pole (inspired by the architect Le
Corbusier). This is rather crazy as there are
people living in it and the walls are not
straight. It was for me a challenge to have
it right. Is it? But I think it has his merit in
this challenge of breaking rules.

Feedback: VALERIE WORTHEN
Country: USA
What an interesting building. It feels like
the top two are about to take flight. I can?t
imagine how it would be to live in
something like this. You have captured
this nicely.

Photographer: DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE
f/ 22 1/ 250sec ISO100 | 105mm

This lonely ant walking along the edge of the leaf
give me the idea of taking it for this challenge.
Playing with DOF and placing it at the centre as
its main focus as it moves from one end to the
other and its destination unknown.

Feedback: TESSA BLEWCHAMP
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
Lovely shot Dave - I like the simplicity of it. The
ant stands out so clearly against the background
and you've captured wonderful detail.

Photographer: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL

Feedback: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA

f/ 11 1/ 250sec ISO200

Erez, well done. I can imagine a spotlight
from above, saying "You must go here! " I
like the colors and the textures. Great job.

I'm not sure that this image is a total break
of the rules - it does not follow the rule of
thirds, but it works (I think) using the
symmetry
rule
that
works
for
semi- symmetry too, sometimes even
better than for pure symmetry. I have
images that totally break the rules, but I
usually prefer a similar version that do
follow composition rules, even so not
necessarily the rule of thirds. The long
exposure effect on the sky achieved in
Photoshop (radial filter).

Photographer: GINA SKINNER
Country: USA
f/ 5.5 1/ 160sec ISO100 | 51mm

So many wonderful images in this months
challenge :) I also appreciate the information
shared between the community members as
to how they accomplished some awesome
shots. Almost didn't make it with this one
after someone ran into a power pole on the
Hwy and took out the cable and internet
service for our entire town. The Cana Lillies in
the garden provided an opportunity for this
colorful capture. Post cropping, adjusted
exposure, sharpening, slight vignette.

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Yes, colours much deeper here which makes
the flowers pop even more. Something to
keep in mind when post processing is to make
sure you histogram covers the entire range
from blacks to highlights - don't rely on the
brightness of you tablet screen. Love your
shallow depth of field here too. Stunning!

Photographer: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 6.3 1/ 40sec ISO100 | 135mm

My last image is of the seed head of a scrambling
ground cover, commonly known as Bidgee- Widgee.
They are quite sticky, and are spread by animals, and
they also like to attach themselves to your clothing
and socks while bushwalking. A brilliant method of
seed dispersal. I shot this indoors in front of a
window, and used a small torch for extra lighting.

Feedback: WAYNE ZUSSMAN
Country: USA
Very creative and colorful. It looks like its
beautifully suspended in mid- air. These things
are a pain when hiking, but the inventor of velcro
got the idea from a similar seed head sticking to
his socks/ pants.

Photographer: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
iPhone X
f/ 1.8 1/ 4500sec ISO25 | 4.25mm

I took this photo while on vacation in Mexico a few
weeks ago. I was fascinated by the worker, my
point of interest, making adjustments to the
fountain in the pool. Here I broke the rule of
thirds, but have leading lines and have him
framed by the water and palm trees. I also liked
the way his shoulders followed the arcs of the
water in the fountain.

Feedback: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Nice capture Peter. I like the shutter
speed used, in particular, as the water
droplets appeared to be suspended in
mid air. Well done.

Photographer: EUGENE BRANNAN
Country: USA
Sony A7
f/ 7.1 1/ 200sec ISO100 | 24mm

This sunrise moment was enjoyed as a brief respite from the
rush and hurried life that most of us lead. On the way to work
just as the sun was rising over the marsh along the St Simons
Sound near Brunswick, GA, the sky was a bright orange
creating an almost duo- tone scene. I opted to break the rules
by placing the sun almost at the center of the frame. The
reflective water in the foreground is not but about a half inch
deep as it puddled on the concrete parking area leading up to
the edge of the marsh area. A few pilings, a small covered boat
dock surrounded by marsh grass create a crisp silhouette
against the increasing light of the rising sun. There are a few
subtle leading lines in the photograph but they are darker and
merely add interest to the overall photo.

Feedback: TESSA BLEWCHAMP
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
A beautiful shot Eugene. I agree with the
comments about building on the right, but I
love the choice of centring the sun and the
colours and atmosphere are sublime.

Photographer: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Sony
f/ 16 1/ 10sec ISO100 | 24mm

Here is my final post for this challenge "Sunburst"
I have always been fascinated by how the sun can
be captured as a star twinkling through the trees
or reflected on an object. This image captures the
morning sun hiding behind the birch trees in our
garden. It seemed appropriate to break the rule of
thirds to feature the sunburst in the upper center
of the frame.

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Richard, great job of scouting out the perfect
position to find the sun peaking through the
trees. Thank you also for explaining how you
captured the image. The perfect symmetry of the
sun's rays is amazing.

Photographer: DENISE MCKAY
Country: USA
I took this image without thinking about
any rules at all. I loved how the light was
hitting this large leaf. It is actually the
underside of the dark green leaves it is
laying against. The point of interest is the
whole pink leaf and it's pretty much in the
middle of the photo. This plant was in a
conservatory at my local botanical garden. It
has a glass dome ceiling and the sunlight
was pretty much just focused on this leaf,
making it glow.

Feedback: LEILA GONZALEZ SULLIVAN
Country: USA
Hi, Denise. One of the things we often forget is
that leaves are just as interesting as flowers
for macro photos. I'm intrigued with all the tiny
lines in the red leaf, almost like a fingerprint.
You caught some nice diagonals as well.

Photographer: JOHN DONNELLY
Country: AUSTRALIA
Here is a shot of the Dubai passenger
holding area building framework. I was
fascinated by the extraordinary scale of
the curves and tried to capture the art.
Taken on my iPhone 6, I was not able to
find any metadata.

Feedback: GINA SKINNER
Country: USA
This is a very creative perspective, and a
real work of art on a massive scale. I
appreciate the curves as well. Nicely
captured! :)

Photographer: RODNEY CHARLTON
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 5 1/ 125sec ISO250 | 60 mm

I liked the colours and shape of this flower
which is emphasized by placing it in the
centre of the frame and not off to one side.

Feedback: LEIL GONZALEZ SULLIVAN
Country: USA
Your placement of the flower in the center
also creates a sense of depth, almost feels like
you could fall into the blossom. Nicely done!

Photographer: KATHLEEN FEELEY
Country: USA
f/ 2.8 1/ 400sec ISO400 | 100mm

In an attempt to be artsy, I broke all the
rules: no focal point, rule of thirds, color
compliment. Welcome to rebellious
abandon.

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
Very creative and nice use of shallow
depth of field, Kathleen. Well done on
getting artsy!

Photographer: RUTH LOPEZ
Country: USA

Feedback: PETER BRODY
Country: USA

Canon EOS Rebel T6i
f/ 2.8 1/ 250sec ISO100 | 18mm

Ruth, what a gorgeous view from the top
of the volcano. Amazing lighting as the
sun greets the new day. I hope they allow
you time to reflect and appreciate the
beauty that surrounds you.

Via a state lottery system one can obtain early
access to the top of Haleakal?, a 10K ft volcano on
the Hawaiian island of Maui. I managed to win one of
the < 80 tickets one morning while there on holiday.
Haleakal? is a sacred place for the native Hawaiians,
and I certainly felt privileged to stand above the
cloud line and witness the sun come up over the
Pacific Ocean. One would think to bring their
polarizing filter to shoot a sunrise. Mine was sitting
safely on a shelf back home. Oops. So almost every
photo looks like the Second Coming. A rookie
mistake, but a good opportunity to make lemonade.

Photographer: SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS
Nikon D750
f/ 11 1/ 25sec ISO1600 | 13mm

Very late to the party and this will be my first and
last post! Been very busy, and really did not think
I would get a photo, but this evening while out
walking the dogs, my neighbours Christmas lights
were being put up and illuminated the palm in our
yard. I stood there for a while, I love star
gazing- - - this jumped out at me as I was
stargazing! I broke the rule of thirds as the palm
really is the POI and it certainly would not have
worked! Very hot and mozzies still bad! But I
worked this for about an hour, and this was the
best one! I did try in B&W, but my preference was
this colour with all the wonderful stars as the
background!

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Great capture Sheree! Your image is super
sharp even at 25 seconds, must have been a
very still night. I think you did a great job post
processing this shot too. I like the little bit of
warm glow at the bottom for the
neighbourhood. Well done.

Photographer: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
f/ 8 1/ 125sec ISO100 | 28mm

Another photo from Reykjavik, Iceland. This image
is from the atrium of the Harpa Concert Venue. I
believe the main POI is sufficiently far off the Rule
of Thirds so that I'm breaking that rule. Not sure if
the bright yellow window on the upper RHS is a bit
distracting, but if so, I'm just breaking another rule!

Feedback: WAYNE ZUSSMAN
Country: USA
Great image Sig, Love the fact that my eyes can't seem
to find something to focus on, they just go round and
round following all the beautiful shapes and lines.

Photographer: KATHLEEN MUHLE
Country: USA
f/ 2.8 1/ 500sec ISO800 | 61mm

The attached image was taken the last day
on our Russian trip. We spent two extra
nights in St Petersburg and contracted with
a local tour agency for an individual tour. My
request was to visit areas that are off the
normal tourist routes. The last stop was to
visit a market place. As we were leaving
there were a group of pensioners selling
flowers. I had little time for setting up the
shot as we were on a time schedule but I
was struck by the contrast of the beautiful
flowers with the drab green coat of the
flower seller. I cropped the photo in a bid to
bring the flowers closer.

Feedback: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL
Beautiful image Kathleen - love the contrast of
the saturated, sharp flowers against the dull
colors of the background. Personally, I prefer the
original version. Maybe try to crop less - square
image can be nice here. It is only a matter of
personal taste and both versions are nice.

FEATURED
ARTIST

F E A T URE D JAN ETTE PLAN CK
IM A G E A U STR A L IA

Photographer: JANETTE PLANCK
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 9 1/ 200sec ISO100 | 100mm

I came across a most unusual flower when in Victoria. I have
no idea what it is called, but it caught my eye at the time.

GETTING TO KNOW
OUR FEA TURED A RTIST:
JAN ETTE PLAN CK | AUSTRAILA
Brent: How did you develop an interest in photography?
Janette: My uncle and aunty were renowned amateur
photographers and I loved their work. It was really their
encouragement that resulted in my developing an interest
in photography.
Brent: Who influenced you the most? Is there any other
photographer that you consider as a kind of idol?
Janette: Even though it was many years ago now,
definitely my uncle in the sense of his quality of work and
my aunty who mentored me for a while. Now, I enjoy
viewing many photographers work and gain ideas from
their results.
Brent: What does photography mean to you?
Janette: In regards to a hobby, photography is my passion.
I never have a moment where I am regretful of the time I
spend either taking photos or post- processing shots. I
have so much to learn and I consider each day a learning
journey. Photography is a love that I had to let ?slide?for
many more years than I ever intended, but now I am
retired, I consider I have loads of learning to catch up on.

F E A T URE D JAN ETTE PLAN CK
A RT IS T A U STR A IL A

Janette's favorite inspirational quote:

"What I have learned over the years is
that if the subject is worthy of
shooting, make it clear and
unequivocal: this is the subject"
~ Art Wolfe

F E A T URE D JAN ETTE PLAN CK
A RT IS T A U STR A L IA

Brent: What are your favorite kinds of photography?
Janette: Birds are a definite interest. I want to improve my skills in capturing images of birds in flight. One thing I
love about taking bird shots is that it is a continual learning curve. In addition, I am most thankful that I decided to
join Brent?s Bootcamp, not only for the feedback, but also for the monthly topics. These have encouraged me to
take photographs of other topics once again. I now have rediscovered an interest in landscapes, macro and
portraiture.
Brent: What makes the good picture stand out from the average?
Janette: Photographs that stand out for me are those that makes me gasp; usually in wonder and beauty. In
essence, a photograph that evokes an emotional reaction. There are many shots published in Bootcamp that do
just that.
Brent: Tell us about the featured image: What was the inspiration behind it? What was your process to get it? How
did you do the post processing?
Janette: We visited a botanical garden where I noticed this unusual flower. It?s shape demanded a frontal shot and
as it was quite small, I used a macro to enable the subject to occupy the frame. I wanted to produce a soft
background so selected the aperture to enable that. Fortunately I learnt photography using manual mode, so that
enabled me to select what camera settings I need to achieve particular effects. Of course that means I do not get
the effect I want 100%of the time, but usually. I used manual focusing to ensure sharpness, hand held. This one
was quick and simple, a few Lightroom enhancements, and that was all. It is pretty much straight out of the
camera.

F E A T URE D JAN ETTE PLAN CK
A RT IS T A U STR A L IA

Brent: What kind of tools do you use for post processing?
Janette: I use Lightroom for my catalogue and mainstay post processing program, due to understanding it. I am
certainly not at the stage of being able to say I have mastered it (yet! ). I am currently learning Photoshop and have
delved into some Topaz products, DxO PhotoLab and the Nik Collection.
Brent: How would you describe your photography style?
Janette: Realistic, in so much that photography can be a recording of the beauty of the world. I would not consider
my photography style artistic!
Brent: What do you want your viewers to take away from your work?
Janette: Ideally, I would like them to also react with a level of wow - awe and wonder. That is what I am aiming
toward.

M EM BERS'
IM AGES

Photographer: TESSA BLEWCHAMP
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
f/ 9 1/ 50sec ISO100 | 35mm

I just got back from a break in North Wales, with no
internet access and a very intermittent phone signal.
Nicely rested, but very late in posting for this challenge.
Looks like I may be breaking the rules in more ways than
one this month and posting my shots in quick succession
- sorry! It's been great catching up on all the wonderful
images posted while I've been away. This shot was one I
took in Wales. I found it difficult to set out to break the
rules, as it's normally something I tend to do on impulse
just because it looks right in the circumstances. The
weather also conspired against me, as it rained quite a
lot of the time (well, it was Wales! ), but we had a couple
of good days. On a walk round some lakes near where we
were staying, we came across this one with perfect
reflections, which begged for the rules of thirds to be
ignored (maybe that's another rule in its own right?). On a
crop sensor camera.

Feedback: SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS
You have done a great job here Tess. I may
also have tempered the whites a bit as they
appear a bit blown out- - - but you have a
great result here!

Photographer: WAYNE ZUSSMAN
Country: USA
Nikon D750
f/ 10 1/ 1000sec ISO200 | 70m

This is my second image and doesn't seem to follow
any of the rules of photography that I am aware of.
In so many ways it is random and confusing, with
no central point of focus or leading lines, but at the
same time (in my view) works as a photograph.
Taken from an overlook in Guanajuato, Mexico. I
welcome your thoughts and comments.

Feedback: DERRYL FRIESEN
Country: THAILAND
Where is Waldo! This is a perfect photo to sell
for die- hard puzzle addicts. I could see my
mother sitting for hours trying to match
hundreds of tiny windows to other puzzle pieces.
Love it! (But I would never do the puzzle! )

Photographer: AMBER PALLAS- BRUNT
Country: USA
f/ 5.6 / 200sec ISO100 | 44mm

As Fresh as a Daisy. If there is one thing I love to do,
that is break the rules! The image I am choosing to
start off with is one I took up in Crested Butte, CO. All
around the house are wild flowers blowing in the
breeze. I was really focused on the light and shadows
playing through the petals and not all the other
wonderful rules that make up a great composition.

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
You definitely achieved your goal of capturing the
light and shadows. This image looks amazing full
screen. Love the white on the dark background, and
the fine detail in the yellow centre. Nice shot!

Photographer: AMY WHITT
Country: USA
Have you ever come across a subject and
wonder how you are going to photograph this.
This is exactly how I felt when I spotted this
bench in the far corner of the gardens. As I
moved around getting different shots I wanted
to take the bench and drag it between the
trees. Honestly, the spot feels enchanted and a
perfect spot to get lost in your thoughts. I
chose this shot due to how the trees in the
background line up and the bench is just there.
You can also see the path where people have
walked by. The editing I had to do in Lightroom
was bringing down the exposure and the
contrast and bumped up the shadows.
Adjusted my white balance and changed the
Tone Curve to medium. Finally, adjusted the
yellow and orange luminance.

Feedback: GINA SKINNER
Country: USA
Amy - I appreciate this image just as you've
captured it! There is a mystique, an air of secrecy,
romance or as Jorg imagines, just "a peaceful
image of a bunch of French men (young and old)
playing pétanque/ boules on a hot summer day
and having a jolly good time". There is something
for everyone "at the bench"! I love it :)

Photographer: ANDREW ROBINSON
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 4 1/ 125sec ISO320 | 105mm

This doesn't seem to follow any rules, Rule of
thirds ignored, leading lines to nowhere etc
etc.

Feedback: CHRISTOPHER MISCHKE
Country: GERMANY
I like the vertical and diagonal lines and the
nice bokeh. The vignette you applied seems
a bit too strong in my opinion.

Photographer: BRUCE PATTERSON
Country: USA
Dead center is one. No "camera" involved.
(It was a scanner.) I centered the feathers
both horizontally and vertically. Rule of
thirds totally ignored. I was playing around
with what I have heard called
"Scanography". I like the way the small
feather is a bit translucent letting the quill
of the larger feather show thru. I like the
details of the frayed ends of both
feathers. There is no ISO or f# or shutter
speed info. The scanner is an Epson
Perfection V19.

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
Very creative and well done, Bruce. I
really like your composition and nice
detail. I particularly love the tones in
the larger feather. Love the black
background, though I think if you tried
to clean up all the tiny white spots in
the black, it would be a positive
outcome. (tedious work, but definitely
worth it.)

Photographer: CHRISTINE ROCHER
Country: AUSTRALIA
Breaking the rules, my kind of challenge! ! My image
of the MG is a unique perspective, not quite filling the
frame; infringing on borders not quite symmetrical
but it works! What do you think?

Feedback: CHRISTPHER GOFF
Country: USA
Christine, well the image certainly works! The ever so slightly angled point of view
hints at motion (at least visually to me), and gives a different feel from an absolutely
straight dead on symmetric view. The circular elements (lights and MG logos) contrast
with the lines of the grills, and their angular/ triangular arrangement plays off of the
lesser angles of the hood and further contrast with the horizontal and vertical lines in
the grill and bumper. As always from you, a superb. well crafted image.

Photographer: CINDI KISIEL- SMITH
Country: USA
f/ 2.8 1/ 100sec ISO3200 | 50mm

Don't know if this completely breaks rules, or
perhaps bends them a bit. I attended a
photo workshop at the Atlanta Aquarium
and was trying to keep this challenge in
mind. Jelly fish have no rules but I broke one
of mine and didn't notice that my camera
was in jpeg instead of RAW.

Feedback: DENISE MCKAY
Country: USA
This is a very interesting image Cindi. I love
all of the action and the different directions
the jelly fish are swimming. The light tan
fish against the blue background really
works here. I don't mind the fish coming in
from the right as I feel it helps to keep the
eye from going out of the frame. But either
version is really nice!

Photographer: DIANA ZILAHY
Country: USA
During a recent visit to Toronto, the landmark
CN Tower stood out from all of its
surroundings. It seemed to soar straight up
into the clouds. To try to capture that, it
seemed best to keep the lines in the photo
moving upwards with the tip of the tower
squarely centered. Since I wasn't walking
around Toronto with my big camera, the
iPhone came in handy yet again.

Feedback: KATHLEEN MUHLE
Country: USA
Well done, leading lines take you up and the
sky contrasts well with the tower. Excellent!

Photographer: GLENYS RUTH PRINS
Country: AUSTRALIA
Nikon D7200
ISO400 | 270mm

I was on my way to meet with our Photography
Group to Photograph the sunset at the near- by
marina when I remembered that the water lilies were
flowering on a pond in our local Golf Course. I had
never been on the Golf course so had to ask
directions to the pond. It was worth the walk.
Photographed in RAW and edited in Lightroom.

Feedback: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL
The flower pops nicely Glenys with the red over
greens. A well composed lovely image.

Photographer: JUAN ACOSTA
Country: USA
iPhone 11 Pro Max
f/ 2.0 ISA20 | 6mm

I used the Dutch tilt (LOL) and place the plane in
the center. I also noticed that the ISO was really
low.

Feedback: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
Nice capture Juan! I like the Dutch tilt and
your positioning of the airplane in the middle
of the frame. Well done!

Photographer: JORG RAUTHE
Country: USA
Sony A7R III
f/ 8 1/ 500sec | 560mm

Did I break any rules? Maybe smack in the
middle. During late fall, winter and spring I
spend a fair amount of time at the Venice
Rookery in FL. The big birds are migrating, like
the snowbirds, to enjoy the warmer weather.
These two birds had plans to build a nest. I
observed the male flying around and bringing
sticks, branches. One gets the impression that
the female appreciates the efforts of her male
companion - love seems to be in the air!

Feedback: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL
I love this image Jorg - the interaction between
the birds and the good separation from the
background that adds depth to the image.

Photographer: KATHY WOLFE
Country: USA
f/ 5.6 1/ 125sec ISO125

This guy is my favorite to take pictures of.
He has a great personality.

Feedback: KAREN PADILLA
Country: USA
I too, love horses. This is beautiful. Love the light
on the body and mane. The profile is stunning.

Photographer: KATHY POTTER
Country: USA
f/ 6.3 1/ 2500sec ISO200 | 300mm

I have been traveling and struggling with
getting a good internet connection. This
was a photo I took this morning and loved
the reflection of the spoonbill on the
water.

Feedback: GLENYS RUTH PRINS
Country: AUSTRALIA
Great shot. Love the detail you captured
in the feathers and the stillness in the
water that gave such a great reflection.

Photographer: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
Nikon D80
f/ 5.6 1/ 125sec ISO125 | 55mm

A bee (there were many) enjoying the summer flowers.
Having started a new garden I was excited to have
these beautiful flowers emerge and even more so, that
the bees were happy too.There were other flowers and
lemons hanging down from an intertwined lemon tree
branch, so in order to accentuate the bee I decided to
make it and its flower central.

Feedback: CHRISTIAN PIRON
Country: BELGIUM
Laura, very nice picture. Nice colours.
Great to see the flower against the blurred
background. Love to see the bee on the
flower. Well done.

Photographer: NICK ELLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 8 1/ 100sec ISO50 | 70mm

No use of the rule of thirds. No real
POI. The odd leading line that really
doesn't lead anywhere. Not taken
during the golden hour, more like mid
morning. Shadows maybe too dark.
Converted to B&W because Brent
likes B&W!

Feedback: SARA O'BRIEN
Country: USA
Nick, I like the B&W, it takes away one of
the distractions. The electrical wires are
crazy, I haven't seen so many across a
street in such a long time. Well done.

Photographer: PAUL LOMBARD
Country: USA
f/ 8.0 1/ 250sec ISO100 | 70mm

Took this photo at Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery in Saint Louis, Missouri, USA. Over
188,000 veterans are buried here (I'll likely end
up here in the hopefully distant future, as
well). I felt that using the lower half for the
gravestones, and a centered tree in the upper
half helped highlight the patterns that the
markers provide.

Feedback: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA
Great composition; especially the center line
stretching back to the tree. Thank you for
honoring these veteran's memories so
beautifully, and thank you for your service.

Photographer: RACHEL GILMOUR
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 2.8 1/ 2000sec ISO100

Drinking my coffee on the front patio, a couple of
days ago, and was looking at how huge this Jade
has grown (Crassula Ovata Hummel?s Sunset).
We seldom sit out front, preferring the privacy of
the back patio, but that morning was cool and
the sun was shining out front. Decided to see if
one of the vintage lenses I acquired, about a
month ago, was any good. This was shot with an
adapted Nikon 55mm f/ 2.8 manual lens on my
mirrorless Canon, mounted on a tripod.
Post-processing was a minor crop, a bit of
sharpening and adding vignetting to focus the
eye on the one petal that was in focus. Centered
with no leading lines.

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Love the (almost) complementary
colours here Rachel - the warmer
purples at the end of the green! Yes
you broke the rule of thirds here with
the main focal point right in the middle
- but it works. Lovely capture.
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