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A sunset over the water is always a great way to inspire the 
end of the day. Add a flock of seagulls to increase interest 
and spike the creative juices and the evening gets better. This 
photo was taken at a location that is close to some of my 
work locations and I always strive to challenge myself each 
time I am nearby to capture something different in this great 
location. Situated on the west coast of Florida, this small 
peninsula juts out from the coast to provide a great location 
to watch the sunset across the Gulf of Mexico. This flock of 
seagulls were foraging along the waters edge as the sun set. 
Walking towards them slowly created the scene as they took 
to flight with the setting sun behind, creating the many 
silhouettes filling the frame all the while leaving a glow from 
the sun backlighting their wings in flight. 

Photographer: EUGENE BRANNAN
Country: USA



Brent Mail

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO

This month we're taking a look at backlit  photography. 
We'll talk about what backlighting is in photography, 
how it can be used and what it  can be used for.

You may have been told at some point that shooting 
directly into sunlight (or art ificial light) is not a good 
thing to do. We're going to show you in this issue that 
you can create amazing images by doing just that.

Backlighting is a great creative tool to add to your 
arsenal of photographic techniques. 

Then take a look at how BootCamp members have 
learned to use backlighting in their own images that 
they have shared with us.

WELCOME TO ISSUE 24 OF 
PHOTO BOOTCAMP MAGAZINE!  
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"The dark and the light, they exist side by side. 
Sometimes overlapping, one explaining the other. 

The darkened path is as illuminated as the lightened."
~Raven Davies

BACKL IT PHOTOGRAPHY



What is backlighting in photography?
Backlit  photography is just what it  sounds like, lighting your subject from behind or shooting directly into 
your light source. This light source can be art ificial lights or the sun.

When should I use backlighting?
By shooting directly into the light or having a light source behind your subject you can create drama, mood, 
mystery and also a fine art look to your images. It can also create a greater sense of depth and add a 
creative look to your images.

BACKL IT PHOTOGRAPHY



How to shoot photos with backlighting

There are a few ways to photograph backlit  images. You can shoot into the sun either early or late using the 
low, softer light to create silhouettes or a soft glow around or behind your subject. Manual focus will help 
you get a clearer image as many t imes the camera will struggle to choose what to focus on with the light 
coming into the lens. 

If you are photographing portraits you'll want to over expose by 1 or 2 stops. To shoot silhouettes you can 
get great results by under exposing 1 or 2 stops. If you are shooting landscapes into the sun it 's a good idea 
to use an HDR technique in order to get more details in both the highlights and the shadows. To get a more 
fine art look you can underexpose by a couple of stops to get that dark and moody feeling depending on 
your subject.

BACKL IT PHOTOGRAPHY



How to properly expose a backlit subject
Using a fixed ISO and aperture allows you to change the shutter speed to get the effects you want and to 
control the amount of light you're lett ing in. Experiment with different shutter speeds to see what happens, 
capture several images and pay attention to how the it effects the highlights and shadows. 

BACKL IT PHOTOGRAPHY
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I am here to praise God my dear wife is still with 
us and the surgeons have informed us all the 
breast cancer has been removed. No need for 
chemo or radiation. We plan to head back to 
Thailand from Canada on May 9th. It has been a 
season of great encouragement and joy as we 
have experienced the love and compassion of 
the genuine global family of God. And Canada is 
an awesome place to spend a fall and winter!  
Here are some grazing bison close to our local 
church in Alberta.

Hi Derryl. delighted to see you back and the 
posit ive outcome for your wife and friend. The 
above photo is lovely and I like the way the light 
plays on the bison. I wish you both continued 
good health and safe travels.

Photographer: DERRYL FRIESEN
Country:  THAILAND
f/ 11  1/ 800sec  ISO1000  |   280mm

Feedback: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND



During the Fourth of July last year I was in 
Maui, Hawaii. I'd taken my camera & tripod 
to the beach to shoot the sunset and the 
fireworks over the Maalaea Bay. The big 
fireworks never materialized; I guess I was 
at the wrong location and could not see 
them from my vantage point. However, on 
the way back I passed a family with young 
children in the park. The mother was 
showing the girl how to carefully hold a 
sparkler, while a lit t le boy joyfully swung 
his around in the air. The lit t le girl stood 
there mesmerized; it  reminded me of the 
wonder I felt the first t ime I held one in my 
hand.

Great pic. I love the low light on the mum's 
dress and the silhouette of the lit t le girl is 
superb. This pic oozes the atmosphere. 
Magic!  I wouldn't change anything in this. 
Though, just to get really picky...there are a 
couple of light spots on the girl's dress 
which I'd probably clone out. ;- ]

Photographer: RUTH LOPEZ
Country:  USA
f/ 1.8  1/ 30sec  ISO800  |   20mm

Feedback: NICK ELLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA



I took this the same day I did my first shot 
of the flag. It is one of my neighbor's 
flowers. I was looking almost straight up 
into the sky.

Bruce, nice picture. Nice contrast between the flower and the sky. 
Personally I would give more light in the shadows (leaves and flowers) 
with Lightroom as they are a bit dark and hiding details. Good job.

Photographer: BRUCE PATTERSON
Country:  USA
f/ 6.3  1/ 2500sec  ISO200  |   105mm

Feedback: CHRISTIAN PIRON
Country: BELGIUM



Been dealing with what life is tossing my way so I'm 
posting this image from last spring. Taken of one of 
the Japanese maples in my yard early morning.

I love the contrasting colors and the light!  I'd 
crop out the bottom right corner as it is 
distracting from the beautiful light coming 
through the red buds. Well done!

Photographer: CINDI KISIEL-SMITH
Country: USA
f/ 20  1/ 20sec  ISO100  |   160mm

Feedback: AMBER PALLAS-BRUNT
Country: USA



Erez, great job putt ing this all together 
for an attractive image, as well as having 
the imagination to conceive of this 
composit ion. Well done!

Photographer: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL
f/ 8  1/ 180sec  ISO800

Used 2 flashes, one for the back light 
and another for fill. This image is 
combined with a few images since 
technically I could not do it alone in one 
(holding the "sun", creating the splashes 
etc.). I also edited colors and modified 
the foreground lighting in Photoshop.

Feedback: SIG RANNEM
Country: USA



This is awesome Denis!  Super sharp 
detail of the flower and the bokeh in 
blue is stunning. It really enhances the 
blue t ips of the flower and works well 
with the translucent orange. Hmm... 
Complimentary colors I think :) This 
image is amazing viewed full screen!

Photographer: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
f/ 4  1/ 200sec  ISO100  |   85mm

 Weather not playing ball up in my 
hemisphere. In general very lit t le sun. 
However yesterday for a brief period it 
popped out. Went out the front and 
tried to capture the attached. I have to 
say Back Lit Photography is new to 
me and I am just playing around and 
feeling my way. Against all the lovely 
scapes presented so far this is rather 
plain. That said I think I have managed 
to capture the light as it  plays through 
the flower head and still maintained 
the integrity of the flower itself. 

Feedback: GINA SKINNER
Country: USA



Great shot, Keri... I really like the sense of 
movement and fun that you've captured. If you 
have more image than what's shown, I think it  
would be interesting to zoom out a bit and provide 
more breathing room. Wonderful colors... especially 
as I look out onto our snow-covered yard!

Photographer: KERI DOWN
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 5.6  1/ 1600sec  |   250mm
I really love shooting into the light because of 
the dramatic effect it  can have on the subject. 
For my first photo this month I have chosen a 
shot taken at Wellington Point at sunset of 
my lit t le cousins from NZ.

Feedback: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA



Kerrie, I really enjoy how your photography 
makes me feel. There are a few shots in 
your repertoire that spell magic and 
mystery and storybook. This again has 
spoken to me in that way. I absolutely love 
the warmth. It is just gorgeous.

Photographer: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 20  1/ 2sec  ISO100  |   17mm

I shot this image last Autumn in a local garden while 
shooting for an earlier challenge. I couldn't walk past 
this beautiful Japanese Maple. It was backlit , and 
screaming out to be photographed. I combined 2 
exposures to get some detail on the trunk.

Feedback: KERI DOWN
Country: AUSTRALIA



Peter, I really like the contrast 
between the soft light from the sun 
coming across the water and the dark 
silhouette of the land mass ... Well 
done!

Photographer: PETER DWIGHT
Country: AUSTRALIA
Sony A77
f/ 4  1/ 2500sec  ISO100  |   22mm

I am off in my caravan for 6 weeks 
very soon, now that I have no dog to 
worry about I can take off any t ime I 
like. Another Sunset silhouette but 
still bad weather for Photos around 
western Sydney.

Feedback:  RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA



Great DoF and detail, Richard. Your choice of 
portrait mode enhances the support pillar. 
Really like the almost sepia tone of the image.

This is my first post for this challenge ?Karl 
Kissing Bridge? using backlighting from the sun 
peeking through the morning fog, that San 
Franciscans call ?Karl?, to get the silhouette 
effect. I considered converting to black & white, 
but concluded that the color captured by the 
camera was more interesting. The photo was 
shot this morning. The image was cropped 
from the original photo in Lightroom and 
further developed in Photoshop to remove a 
small distracting structure at bottom right.

Photographer: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA
Sony A7/ RlV
f/ 16  / 250sec  ISO100  |   24mm

Feedback:  RACHEL GILMOUR
Country: AUSTRALIA



Really beautiful image, Valerie. The silhouette 
of the palm is so sharp, and gorgeous on that 
brilliant sky. Love it.

Photographer:  VALERIE WORTHEN
Country: USA
f/ 5.6  1/ 100sec  ISO100  |   164mm

Shoveling snow has been keeping me busy and I 
haven't been out with my camera. I decided to post 
this shot taken in January while passing through 
California. I was amazed at some of the beautiful 
sunsets along the way. 

Feedback: KERRIE CLARKE
Country: AUSTRALIA



Love this version where the contrast is 
more prominent. Nice color and reflection 
on the water and with active waves. Great 
shot Peter.

Photographer: PETER DWIGHT
Country: AUSTRALIA
Sony A77ii
f/ 2.8  1/ 1600sec  |   6mm

I'm glad the fires are under control in most places here in Australia 
& the smoke is gone, not very good for photos as it just looks 
fogged out & bad for breathing if you are asthmatic, I spent a day in 
hospital myself thinking I was having a heart attack, all good . 
Ready to start back again, the loss of my dog BJ hit me much 
harder than i thought it  would & haven't had the inclination like I 
did but Santa brought Me a new Sony A7iii FF to play with & I have 
a heap of good Minolta FF glass & others to try.This photo was 
taken in FIJI last march & I thought it  would be good for this trial.

Feedback: DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE



Hi Romy!  I don't understand what 
compression art ifacts are, but l love the way 
you captured this early morning shot. The 
composit ion, the rich color and the 
translucency of the petals provided by the 
sun has resulted in a beautiful image!  :)

Photographer: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
Sony RX10m4
f/ 4  1/ 100sec  ISO125  |   27mm

Loving the great images submitted so far in 
this challenge. I chose to post this image of 
hibiscus in my garden taken in the morning 
when the sun finally showed up after raining 
the whole night before. I used the morning 
sun to backlight the petals and create a 
blown highlight of the sky as background. 
Taken with a bridge camera.

Feedback: GINA SKINNER
Country: USA



My final submission from a photo taken 
sometime back with back lit . A very strong 
spot light was place behind the dancers 
and was a good time to take this 
opportunity for the backlit  shot. The 
image was Denoised with Topaz software. 

Photographer: DAVE KOH
Country: SINGAPORE
f/ 3.5  1/ 60sec  ISO3200  |   75mmCool shot, Dave!  There is one area I am confused 

about -  why the "fog" doesn't extend all the way 
to the floor on the right side of the photo. 
Otherwise I like the contrast and symmetry of 
their clothing and posit ions, as well as how you've 
captured the rays from the backlight. I think this 
might look great in black and white as well.

Feedback:  RUTH LOPEZ
Country: USA



This was taken in California last 
spring. Outside our AirBNB, there 
was a beautiful vine with large 
trumpet flowers. I took this with my 
cell phone looking up into one of the 
blooms. I cropped it a bit to remove 
a bit of the building.

Photographer: SARA O'BRIEN
Country:  USA
f/ 2.2   1/ 837sec

I like the composit ion in this photo, 
how the branches on the left frame 
the subject and the soft lighting 
coming through the flower. Nice and 
refreshing.

Feedback: RUTH LOPEZ
Country: USA



The Town of 1770 on the Queensland 
coast has amazing sunsets. I captured 
these children playing on the rocks 
during one late and balmy afternoon. I 
removed some distractions using 
Photoshop.

Janette this is beautiful. The colours of 
the sky which are also caught in the 
clouds and the result ing reflections on 
the water are stunning. Lovely 
silhouettes of children and boats 
making one feel at peace at the end of 
what might well have been a long hot 
day perhaps

Photographer: JANETTE PLANCK
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 11  1/ 30sec  ISO200  |   35mm

Feedback: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA



John this is so realist ic and well captured it 
makes me want to sneeze with all that dust 
floating around. The shutters and greenery 
hanging from above make a lovely 
impression in what might otherwise have 
been a drab environment. Your capture of 
the light is lovely. So well done.

Feedback: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA

My first for this challenge is of a street 
sweeper in Thailand last week while on 
holiday. I was lucky to capture his energetic 
sweeping of the driveway with the sunrise 
coming up behind him.

Photographer: JOHN DONNELLY
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 8.0  1/ 125sec  ISO640  |   16mm



Wonderful image Peter and the back 
light sets the mood here -  and fits so 
nicely to the subject. Great work

This photograph was taken in Rio de 
Janeiro at the Metropolitan Cathedral 
of St. Sebastian. It depicts St. Francis 
standing in the doorway illuminated 
by the brilliant aura of the heavenly 
spirit .

Feedback: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL

Photographer: PETER BRODY
Country: USA
Canon 7D
f/ 5.6  1/ 25sec  ISO200  |   15mm



This is really nice. you really nailed the depth of 
field as the background is a bit blurry but nice and 
smooth and the bird is really clear and sharp. The 
composit ion and it being black and white makes it 
a sad picture for me. It looks like this bird is the 
last creature that survived a big disaster. He looks 
so touching. Very powerful picture.

For my last image, I have one from a week ago 
when my camera club hosted a lakeside, bird 
shoot. Converted to B&W because the image was 
pretty much monochrome.

Photographer: RACHEL GILMOUR
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 5.6  1/ 800sec  ISO100  |   250mm

Feedback: TAMAR AHARONY
Country: USA



I am so blown away by the awesome 
images in this challenge!  This image 
of astronomical twilight, through our 
pines by the sea, is from my back 
deck!  :) Cropped, the star in the sky 
looked like a spec of sand, so I applied 
the lens flare in Photoshop which is 
just what I think it  needed.

Hi Gina. I like the silhouette of the tree 
line, Dark sky against the Red sunset. 
The star gives added value. Well done.

Photographer: GINA SKINNER
Country: USA
f/ 2.8  1sec  ISO400  |   35mm

Feedback: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
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I was supposed to go on a photo trip today but it  got 
pushed to next week. So I don't have any new pictures 
to upload but I am posting one from my Adirondack 
trip in the fall. It 's my favorite picture from there 
because it was the first t ime ever I enjoyed shooting 
an abstract picture.

Photographer: TAMAR AHARONY
Country: USA
f/ 13  1/ 10sec  ISO100  |   39mm

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

TAMAR AHARONY  
USA



GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR FEATURED ARTIST:

TAMAR AHARONY  |  USA

Brent:  How did you get started in photography? What 
was your inspiration?
Tamar:  I have always loved shooting landscapes but 
until two years ago I used an automatic camera and 
thought that I am a photographer. Then two years ago I 
was on a photography tour in Grand Stair Escalante 
national monument and met a couple of veteran 
photographers. Talking to them about "real" 
photography and understanding how much you can 
achieve when you have all the tools ? got me very 
excited and I started learning.
Brent: What is it  you hope to express to your audience 
with your photography? What is your strategy for 
accomplishing that goal?
Tamar:  My goal is to move people, to show them 
something beautiful that will bring up feelings, 
memories and reflection. I used to want people to feel 
what I felt at the t ime. Now I just want them to connect 
to themselves and to nature.
Brent: If you could travel anywhere in the world 
specifically to take pictures, where would you go? Why?
Tamar:  I would probably go to New Zealand. I am a 
landscape photographer and there are so many amazing 
places to shoot in and they are all pretty close to each 
other that it  just seems like a paradise for 
photographers like me.



Tamar's  favorite inspirational quote:

"Everything you want is on the 
other side of fear"

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

TAMAR AHARONY  
USA



F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

TAMAR AHARONY  
USA

Brent: What inspires and motivates you to continue taking pictures?

Tamar:  I feel that at this point I am just addicted. I love being in nature, finding a composit ion that can work and 
will look good, trying different sett ings and things I can accomplish with my camera. I work at home and on a 
computer so any t ime I can grab my camera and go outside to find beautiful scenery and bring it into my place ? 
there is really nothing better. 

Brent: How do you educate yourself to improve your photography skills?  

Tamar:  I take photography workshops (I have attended two so far this year and am registered for several more), I 
bought several photography e-books from Photzy, I watch YouTube videos of several photographers that I follow 
and obviously through Bootcamp.



Brent: What is the most challenging photo you?ve ever taken and how did you overcome those challenges?

Tamar:  There are different kinds of challenges ? physical, technical, finding a composit ion and so forth. I think that 
most challenging photo for me was when I went on a photography trip to the Dead Sea in Israel and the guide 
thought the best place to shoot from is from inside the water. I wasn't comfortable with the idea at all and it 
required me to go out of my comfort zone. But I went with it , placed my tripod in the water and tried to find a good 
composit ion as if I am on land and we saw an amazing sunrise. Trying to figure out what filters to use in these 
condit ions with the glow of the salt and sun was very challenging so I took a lot of pictures, tried different things 
and got some help from the guide and the pictures that came out were great.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

TAMAR AHARONY  
USA



Brent: Tell us about the image (the featured image): What was the inspiration behind it? What was your process to 
get it? How did you do the post processing?

Sara:  This image signifies a real achievement for me. It was taken at the end of a four-day photography workshop 
in the Adirondaks in upstate NY. It was the first workshop I took and it gave me all the basics I needed in landscape 
photography. Every day in our feedback sessions I commented on the pictures of other people that they are too 
abstract and you can't even tell where they are from. They tried to explain to me about the art of abstract 
photography but I really thought you are supposed to shoot what you see and I just couldn't let myself go and just 
enjoy the shapes and colors ? no matter where I am. Then we got to the last sunset and suddenly all I could see 
were shapes and colors and I was so happy. I felt like I achieved what I wanted ? of just enjoying myself and not 
over thinking things. This was one if not the most beautiful sunset I have ever seen and I was just mesmerized. I 
didn't even notice that everyone else in the beach left, only the guide waited for me. I was just one with nature. I 
took about 40 pictures of that sunset ? all of the same location ? just wait ing for the light to change so the colors 
will be perfect. I loved the reflections in the water and the shapes it created and the frame the vegetation provided 
in every direction. In post processing I didn't need to do much. I just added a lit t le exposure and reduced the blacks 
a lit t le to add some details to the vegetation.

F E A T URE D 
A RT I S T

TAMAR AHARONY  
USA
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The Backlit  challenge starts and then there are days and 
days of endless torrential rain. During a brief break in 
the rain I popped outside to a local park and looked for a 
tree with some suitable large leaves. Finally got this 
photo looking up at a leaf against the overcast sky.

I really dig this image!  It has a very 
abstract art image quality about it . I love 
the contrast between shadow and light 
on the leaf. Well done!

Feedback: AMBER PALLAS-BRUNT
Country: USA

Photographer: RODNEY CHARLTON
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 5  1/ 320sec  ISO200  |   100mm



I went out for a back- lighting photo shoot 
around sundown a couple of nights ago. It 
ended up being a bit of a hit and miss 
experience as I should have done more 
homework and scouted out scenery better 
ahead of t ime, especially in relation to the 
posit ion of the sun. I edited a few of the 
captured images, but in the end this is the 
one I liked the best -  it  kind of grows on me 
because of the lighting.

Yes, in this one, it 's all about the light... 
really nice long shadows and texture. I like 
the use of diagonal lines too.

Photographer: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA
f/ 16  1/ 125sec  ISO100  |   85mm

Feedback: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA



I have been busy on the road for work...so I am 
going to pull out of the Africa archives. This 
image was taken just after we enjoyed our 
"Sundowners" in Somalisa. The herd was 
crossing the road at dusk, kicking up dirt thus 
creating a beautiful photo opportunity. Just a 
couple more months and I will be back in 
glorious Africa!

Photographer: AMBER PALLAS-BRUNT
Country: USA

Amber, This is a classic shot !  I love to see 
the movement amid all the dust. Nice work !

Feedback: RICHARD HUTSON
Country: USA



Andrew, nicely done. The image goes from high 
texture in the water to smooth at the tree line. 
Also, the ship masts frame the sunset and 
keep our eyes on that point.

Photographer: ANDREW ROBINSON
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 16  1/ 400sec  ISO800  |   28mm

Sunset Long Bay Sydney shot before the 
rain came.

Feedback: LEILA GONZALEZ SULLIVAN
Country: USA



Anthony, very nice picture. At first sight I 
thought this was a long exposure because of 
the silky clouds. But then I saw your 1/ 1600; it  
must be an interesting cloudy day at that 
moment. Without that fence you would have 
the essence of the view. Good job.

Feedback: CHRISTIAN PIRON
Country: BELGIUM

This is an image of the lighthouse in 
Wollongong Australia in the early morning. I was 
positioned down the hill trying to line up the sun 
at the very top to light up the light. The photo 
needed to be taken with -1 stop exposure on AV 
mode to capture the sky. I may need to try and 
remove the fence in Photoshop. I have already 
done cropping to remove other side distractions 
and to centre the sun.

Photographer: ANTHONY CADDEN
Country: AUSTRALIA
Canon 50D
f/ 4  1/ 1600sec  ISO 100  |   17mm



 I've been playing with a new set of macro tubes for 
my Nikon D750 18-200mm lens. I sort of like the 
abstract shapes in this dried up old maple leaf 
against the sun (what lit t le we've had here in the 
Pacific Northwest USA recently).

Photographer: BRENDA POTTS
Country: USA
f/ 6.3  1/ 200sec  ISO125  |   105mm



Beautiful image and the back light nicely 
separates the subject from the background. 
Well done.

Feedback: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISRAEL

Walking through a park in the neighborhood 
early in the morning I took this picture. It was 
very cold, but I was glad to be there. I forgot 
my ND filters and was forced to get the 
upcoming sunlight behind the tree. So I got 
this backlit  picture.

Photographer: CHRISTIAN PIRON
Country: BELGIUM
f/ 5.6  1/ 250sec  ISO100  |   18mm



This is the view from my farm house in 
Colombia. I waited for the cloud to come in front 
of the sun and captured that bright beam.

Nice capture of the rays in the sky. The clouds 
aligned themselves nicely for you. Good to 
see that you are able to keep some detail to 
the foreground. The line up of the plants does 
lead to the centre of the mountain where the 
sun is, drawing attention to it .

Feedback: ANTHONY CADDEN
Country: AUSTRALIA

Photographer: JUAN ACOSTA
Country: USA
iPhone 11 Pro Max
f/ 2.4  1/ 500sec  ISO 20  |   1.54mm



Taken on the Ganges River in Varanasi, India on our 
early morning trip to see the funeral pyres. I turned 
to look to the other side of the boat and I saw the 
boatman's silhouette against the smoky, smoggy 
sunrise. I just took a quick photo with my Samsung 
Galaxy. Had to shrink it  down for this posting but it  
reminds me how peaceful it  was on the river despite 
the thousands of people who were there early to 
take part in the cremations that would go on all day.

Really nice shot, Karen, which nicely depicts the 
tranquility of that most interesting place at that t ime 
of day.

Photographer: KAREN PADILLA
Country: USA

Feedback: PHILL BIRD
Country: USA



I realize I broke the rules and I am adding 
two in a row. But, there is very lit t le sun in 
North Dakota in February so I had to wait for 
my vacation. This was taken on the beach 
with my iPhone and I just love the simplicity 
of the man walking the beach. For me, it  is 
what it  is all about when on the beach, 
taking t ime to just enjoy the beauty of the 
sunset and occasionally, I need to put my 
camera down and just soak it all in.

Photographer: KATHY POTTER
Country: USA
f/ 1.8  1/ 60sec  ISO500  |   4.25mm Great picture, Kathy. The backlit  subject 

draws interest through his posture and his 
posit ioning so that his hat breaks the 
horizon.

Feedback: PAUL LOMBARD
Country: USA



I have been taking heaps of photos but 
they just haven't made me happy. The 
story behind this image is that I have just 
purchased my first EF 50mm f/ 1.8 lens 
and this was taken on my first play with 
it. I was very excited so I thought it could 
be my first post. This is a dahlia in my 
backyard.

Laima, I like the translucence effect the back 
lighting gives to the soft petals of the dahlia. Nice.

Photographer: LAIMA RATAJCZAK
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 4  1/ 400sec  ISO100

Feedback: ROMY VILLANUEVA
Country: PHILIPPINES



This was taken last year as I drove along the 
coast and stopped to watch the beautiful 
sunset. It  had been a perfect blue-sky day and 
the roadsides, beaches and mountain ledges 
all along the route were filled with people 
taking t ime out to take in the beauty of it  all, 
laughing, enjoying sundowners or just sitt ing 
and watching. These canoes were being 
swift ly rowed back to their base before the 
sun abandoned them out on the ocean. My 
composit ion wasn't the best but I had to 
shoot fast before I lost them out of the frame.

Laura, this is an awesome photo!  I love the 
simplicity, the colours, as well as the three 
main eye catching subjects forming a triangle. 
In addit ion, the two boats and rowers/ paddlers 
are really well focused. Great job!

Photographer: LAURA GRIFFITHS
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
f/ 16  1/ 100sec  ISO320  |   150mm

Feedback: SIG RANNEM
Country: CANADA



This is my first post for a fun challenge. I am 
vacationing on Vieques, a small island southeast of 
Puerto Rico. As expected, the sunsets are wonderful. 
Here the sun backlights the clouds and I wanted a bit of 
a frame with the tree. Taken with my iPhone since I 
didn?t bring my computer to download Nikon pix.

Beautiful Leila, loved the sun rays and 
the tree's silhouette adds depth to 
the image. Very nice.

Photographer: LEILA GONZALEZ SULLIVAN
Country: USA

Feedback: EREZ SHILAT
Country: ISARAEL



Carrying over macro lens usage 
from last month's BootCamp.

Such a lovely image. I love 
jacarandas. They bring back very 
happy childhood memories of 
lying on a tree trunk whilst the 
wind gently rocked it like being on 
a boat with purple petals creating 
a fantastic ocean of colour!  Sadly 
I can't grow them in my alpine 
area... well done!

Photographer: NICK ELLIS
Country: AUSTRALIA
f/ 9  1/ 200sec  ISO320  |   100mm

Feedback: WANDA LACH
Country: AUSTRALIA



This month's focus allowed me to revisit our 
trip of a lifetime to Tanzania. At night the 
vultures and Marabou storks roost in the 
acacia trees, and their outline against the 
sett ing sun made for a memorable image.

Awesome image, PT!  The silhouettes, created 
by the sett ing sun, are sharp and well defined. 
I would have this on my wall. Well done!

Photographer: PAUL LOMBARD
Country: USA

Feedback: RACHEL GILMOUR
Country: AUSTRALIA



Have been away for a break in the Scott ish Borders, 
with some pretty awful weather, however managed to 
get the camera out most days, with my new project, 
back to basics. So I put the camera in manual mode 
and played with the exposure triangle until I got an 
image that I liked. The image I am posting today was 
taken just before going out and I was just playing with 
the sett ings. I haven't done any processing, but I think I 
caught the idea of backlight.

So sorry for your losses Paul. I like the 
composit ion. I like the lantern and the pine 
cones in the picture. Sometimes extra objects 
could be distracting but not in this case.

Photographer: PAUL SCOTT
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
Olympus E5
f/ 5.7  1/ 25sec  ISO100  |   95mm

Feedback: JUAN ACOSTA
Country: USA



I've been in winter hibernation and have not 
been taking many photos. Attached is a shot 
from my archives of an ostrich taken at 
sunrise in the Serengeti. The backlight colour 
was amazing and is as shot.

I like this silhouette. I think the bush and 
the bird balance each other quite nicely. 
Good Job!

Photographer: PHILL BIRD
Country: USA
f/ 14  1/ 1000sec  ISO1600  |   400mm

Feedback: BRUCE PATTERSON
Country: USA



This was taken quite some time ago, after our 
devastating hurricane. I saw the sky light up 
very early in the morning and grabbed my 
camera in search of something special. There 
is a public dock about 5 minutes from my 
house, where I knew sunrise would be visible 
and lo and behold this fisherman was there. 
Food was hard to come by, we had no 
supplies and most emergency supplies were 
washed away. I got to the dock and this lone 
fisherman was there, trying to catch 
breakfast. I sat and we chatted, then he 
caught a fish-- - I nearly dropped my camera 
overboard, I was so excited. I have no idea 
how I captured it....but it  happened!  I called 
the photo "Resurrection". The photo was 
taken when I was just start ing out in digital.

Absolutely stunning capture Sheree. Love how you've 
posit ioned your main subject to leave space for him to 
move into -  classic rule of thirds composit ion. 
Something to try here in post is to lighten up the 
highlights in between his legs to make him stand out 
of that background a lit t le more. Well done. 

Photographer: SHEREE EBANKS
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS
Fuji S2Pro
f/ 3.5  1/ 125sec  ISO100  |   27mm

Feedback: BRENT MAIL
Country: AUSTRALIA



Backlit  images are a real favourite of 
mine. I have so many, mainly nature 
close ups like this one. Such beauty 
is created with backlit  images!

Nice blurred background here. It 
helps to focus on the main subjects. 
Nice capture of the light with good 
clarity. Well done.

Photographer: WANDA LACH
Country: AUSTRALIA

Feedback: DENIS O'BYRNE
Country: IRELAND
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